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Following on from what Margaret has said, as a representative of the Secular Group, I would like to  
convey to everyone our earnest desire that  that this Congress will not just be one more meeting, 
where we enjoy our relationships and  our contact with one another, where we make proposals that 
we never carry out, and then allow it all to drop into oblivion. 
 
Hopefully we will be able to find pathways that can  lead us to take a further step forward  in 
transmitting our charism according to  the specific vocation to which each one of us is called. 
  
In our troubled world, which appears to have no backbone, the values that we considered essential 
are being replaced by others which may in some ways have the same value as the previous ones, but 
are expressed differently. Our task, at this time, is to help humanity to regain hope. Hence, today, in 
this Congress, in fidelity to our Holy Family spirit, we express our willingness to assume the 
changes that will come about.  
  
There are many attitudes and patterns of behaviour that have died out or have adopted different 
ways. There is only one thing  that can never change  - and we will see this in what is to come. 
But for this, and as a Secular Institute, I would like to emphasise that the foundation on which all of 
this is built is Christ, the Alpha and Omega.  
  
At our General Assembly in 2010, we set ourselves a challenge: 

 the challenge to give witness by our life,  by our lifestyle,  with the discretion that should 
characterize us,  that is proper to us; 

 the challenge of our witness of life, which attracts because it is the reflection of an inner 
conviction,  without external manifestations, like that of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 

 
Our apostolic dynamism is to communicate our faith through a life of service, and  total self-giving. 
  
We want to build our Institute based on unity and communication. 
It is absolutely necessary that we meet this  challenge, knowing that every vocation in the Family, 
with its own style, lives the same spirit, and helps to make the presence of God a reality in our 
world, according to the needs that emerge. 
  
We must consider what is really essential: 

 A living relationship with Christ.  He will be the one who will teach us to see the needs of 
today's world, of our brothers,  rather than simply confessing Christ, as a doctrinal and cultic 
abstraction. 

  
 We believe it is necessary to return to the signs.  Although they are not everything, they can 

help us to express something profound. 
  

 We need to emphasize gentleness, tenderness, generosity, simplicity, forgiveness; to be 
ourselves, positive signs that can  brighten up the other's day; to be supportive so that for 
many or perhaps for all, the passage through this life will be less painful. 

 



 Believe that your brother is important, and let him see that this is so: affirm his gifts and 
help each one to discover  what is positive in him/her. Launch  positive ideas to the four 
winds since positive ideas generate positive attitudes. 

  
 We may have to learn to live the changes, to say "goodbye" to many attitudes and beliefs 

that today, do not help to  present the God of Love, Jesus of Nazareth. 
  
We are here in Martillac, near the Good Father, rediscover what Pierre Bienvenu Noailles would 
have done, and actually did in his time: 

 Try to answer the needs of today's world, be attentive to the voice of our  brothers and 
sisters,  to the signs of the times, to discern daily events. United in our diversity, we live 
our responsibility for the life of the Institute and for this Family to which we belong. . 

  
Our Family is dynamic, capable of renewal and adaptation to change.  Let us communicate our 
interests, our abilities, our actions, they may indicate pathways and be an encouragement for others. 
 For this, we need to unite all our efforts. 
 
We, Seculars live our charism in the midst of the world, nourished by the same sap and by the 
spiritual support of the  whole Family. 
  
We need more communication between us all. Each one of us knows what means are 
available. Make no mistake, our solitude  is not isolation. It is freedom for greater openness and 
acceptance;  availability towards all members of the Family, respect and acceptance, creating trust 
and participation. If we live this way,  we can be happy to be witnesses and collaborators so that, 
according to the specific vocation of each one, we can bring love, justice, peace and happiness. 
  
This is the Secular group, that at this time,  is asking  the Lord to help us to implement all the 
desires we hold in our hearts. 
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